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Buddha is seated. It is twelve feet in height, of polished brass
heavily encrusted with gold leaf which is sold to the pilgrims by
the temple attendants and affixed in the presence of the donator.
A vast quantity of jewels deck the Buddha's crown. Armed
policemen stand on either side of the figure. Little daylight can
filter in through the arched doorway and the interior is brilliantly
lit by electricity. Above, a canopy of cloth of gold is suspended
from the roof and in a deep recess behind the image two temple
functionaries sit and enter the incoming offering in books kept
for the purpose. It is they who affix to the image the little
squares of gold leaf that the pilgrims purchase and present. The
whole is well staged—a mass of light and colour—but neither
the figure nor its surroundings have any pretensions to artistic
merit.
The sunlit court is rich in bronze bells and lesser shrines and
there is a curious group of bronze figures of men and animals and
an altar or two raised to the " Nats," the mischievous demons of
the spirit world of Burma. Many pilgrims there are, kneeling
with extended hands, palm to palm, before the shrines and the
air vibrates with the music of drums and shrill pipes. It struck
me, but I may have been mistaken, that the atmosphere of
devout reverence that I had noticed on my previous visit
three years before, had a little diminished and that the
pilgrims were bent as much upon amusement and gossip as they
"were upon devotion, but in Burma faith and enjoyment go hand
in hand.
The unrest of the last two years in Burma was largely due to
an acute economic crisis severely affecting agriculture and labour.
What it owed to the political situation in India was reaction
rather than direct consequence, for the character of the Burmese
people is so unlike that of any or all of the Indian races, widely as
they too in turn differ, that identical causes led to divergent
manifestations in the two neighbouring countries.
Briefly described, the Burmese are an extravagant, passionate,
inconsequent, and happy people. They divide their time between
extracting all the enjoyment they can out of life and " acquiring
merit " by generosity and by the observances of their attractive
religion. They eat well and clothe themselves welL The
Indians as a rule do neither. In thought, in. outlook, and in
character the two races are directly opposed.
In siich circumstances it is only natural that the spirit of
aatio&aUsm that has arisen in both countries should differ largely

